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DATELINE 105 COLLEGE PARK, MARYLAND AUGUST 25, 1976 
DAVID E. MCALARY 


THE WORLD'S OLDEST AIRPORT 
CTAPE I'iséRTS IN LIBRARY) 


ANNCR?: AND NOW, THE VOICE OF ANERICA PRESENTS DATELINE -- 
ANOTHER IN THE SERIES OF PROGRAMS ABOUT PEOPLE AND 
PLACES IN THE UNITED STATES. TODAY OUR DATELINE IS 
THE WASHINGTON SUCURB OF COLLEGE PARK, MARYLAND ~- 
HOME OF THE WORLD'S OLDEST AIRPORT. V-O-A'S DAVID 


MCALARY TAKES US THERE. 


TAPE: ~_ CUT ONE -- SOUND OF ANTIQUE AIRPLANE: ESTABLISH, THEN 
UNDER _AND OUT 





VOICE: THAT UGLY ROAR WAS AN UNFAMILIAR SOUND AROUND MOST OF 
THE UNITED STATES IN NINETEEN-OH-NINE. BUT IT WAS A 
COMMON SOUND AT COLLEGE PARK, MARYLAND. IT WAS THE 
SOUND OF A FLYING MACHINE. THOSE WERE THE DAYS WHEN 
FLYING MACHINES \'ERE MERE WOODEN FRAMES, BRACED BY "“IIRES, 
AND PERCHED ATOP A TRIO OF SPOKEN WHEELS. MOST OF THOSE 
AIRCRAFT WERE THE Ti!O-\!THIGED VARIETY -- BI-PLANES -- 
WHERE THE PILOT SAT ON THE BOTTOM WING EXPOSED TO THE 
VIND WHILE HIS FEET WORKED THE RUDDER PEDALS AND HIS 


HANDS CONTROLLED THE WHEEL. 


THOSE PRIMITIVE FLYTI!G MACHINES TOOK TO THE AIR OFTEN 
FROM COLLEGE PARK FIELD IN NINETEEN-OH-NINE. COLLEGE 
PARK WAS A GRASSY PASTURE WHERE SOME OF THE WORLD'S 
GREAT AVIATION PIONEERS TINKERED. NOW IT'S A SMALL BUT 
MODERN COMMERCIAL AIRPORT WITH DOZENS OF FOUR-OR FIVE- 
PASSENGER AIRCRAFT VYING FOR TAKEOFF. AIRPORT MANAGER 


LEE SCHEICK BRINGS US BACK IN TIME: 
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"NINETEEN-OH-NINE MARKED THE BEGINNING OF THE OFFICIAL 
COLLEGE PARK AIRPORT. THAT'S THE YEAR THE SIGNAL CORPS 
OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY MOVED ITS FIRST MILITARY FLYING 
MACHINE ONTO THE FIELD. IN EFFECT, COLLEGE PARK BECAME 
THE FIRST AIR FORCE BASE IN THE ENTIRE WORLD." 


THE U-S ARMY SIGNAL CORPS WAS THE FIRST AMERICAN MILITARY 
UNIT TO EXPERIMENT \VIITH AIRPLANES. IT SET UP A TINY 
AERONAUTICS SECTION IN NINETEEN-OH-SEVEN WITH AN OFFICER 
AND TYO ENLISTED MEN. IN NINETEEN-OH-EIGHT, IT CONTRACTED 
TO GET FLYING HELP FROM THE LEGENDARY ORVILLE AND WILBUR 
WRIGHT WHO HAD MADE AVIATION HISTORY JUST FIVE YEARS 


BEFORE BY COMPLETING MAN'S FIRST SUSTAINED, CONTROLLED, 


POWERED FLIGHT AT KITTY HAWK, NORTH CARCLINA. 


"THE WRIGHT BROTHERS SPENT SEVERAL YEARS PERFECTING THEIR 
FLYING MACHINES IN FRANCE, TRYING TO FIND A BUYER. THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TOOK A LITTLE BIT LONGER THAN 
ORVILLE WANTED IN ORDER TO MAKE UP CITS) MIND ABOUT THE 
MACHINE. AND THEY FINALLY AGREED ON A PRICE OF TWENTY- 
FIVE=THOUSAND DOLLARS. AND THE ARMY BOUGHT ONE OF THE 
WRIGHT BROTHERS' PLANES, WHICH WAS THE FIRST AIRCRAFT 


TAPE: CUT TWO -- SCHEICK 
VOICE: 
TAPE: CUT THREE -- SCHEICK 
EVER OWNED BY THE GOVERNMENT." 
VOICE: 


THAT WAS THE WRIGHT MODEL "B" BI-PLANE -- AND IN NINETEEN- 
OH-NINE IT WAS TAKEN TO THAT COLLEGE PARK PASTURE WHERE 
THE WRIGHT BROTHERS USED IT TO TEACH THE FIRST TWO MILITARY 


AVIATORS HOW TO FLY. 








() | MINeTEEN-OH-NINE ALSO HAPPENED TO BE THE YEAR OF THE 


x 


( 


FIRST FEMALE AIRPLAI'E PASSENGER. MISSUS RALPH VAN DEMAN 
WENT UP WITH WILBUR WRIGHT FROM COLLEGE PARK FOR FOUR- 
MINUTES. ALTHOUGH IT WAS A SHORT FLIGHT, COLLEGE PARK 
AIRPORT GUIDE CLAIRE REEVES SAYS IT WAS EVENTFUL: 
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(: | “on HER FIRST TRIP UP, SHE ALMOST CAUSED AN ACCIDENT. AS 
- | SHE WAS FLYING, HER SKIRT FLEt! UP AND INTO WILBUR WRIGHT'S 
y FACE, AND HE COULON'T SEE WHERE HE WAS GOING. SO AFTER 

, | THAT, THEY TIED HER SKIRT DOWN WITH A ROPE WHENEVER 
A | SHE FLEW IN ORDER TO KEEP IT DOW AND OUT OF 

| THe PILOT'S FACE," 


1 
. ~t ere 





VOICE: AFTER EXPERIMENTING WITH THE WRIGHT BI-PLANE AND 
SEVERAL OTHER TYPES OF AIRCRAFT, THE U-S ARMY BEGAN TO 
THINK ABOUT DEPLOYING \JEAPONS FROM THESE NEW CONTRAPTIONS. 
IN NINETEEN-ELEVEN, COLLEGE PARK FLYERS DROPCD THE 
FIRST BOMBS USING A BONESIGHT. THE NEXT YEAR, THEY USED 
THE FIRST MACHINEGUNS ON AN AIRCRAFT. AIRPORT MANAGER 


LEE SCHEICK SAYS THESE TESTS \ERE UNIQUE: 


TAPE: CUT FIVE -- SCHEICK 


"UP TO THAT POINT, THE ONLY USE THEY COULD CONCEIVE FOR 
THE AIRCRAFT WAS FOR RECONNAISSAICE, AND NOW THEY WERE 
EXPERIMENTING WITH SOMETHING THAT WOULD BE A TACTICAL 
WEAPON. GOING ALONG A LITTLE BIT FURTHER, THEY 
EXPERIMENTED WITH MORSE CODE SMOKE SIGNALS FROM AN 
AIRPLANE TO TRY TO GET MESSAGES BACK AND FORTH IN THE 
AIR. FINALLY, THEY HOOKED A WIRELESS SYSTEM ONTO THE 
AIRCRAFT, AND THE FIRST RADIO SIGNALS EVER SENT FROM AN 
AIRCRAFT SPED THROUGH THE AIR OVER COLLEGE PARK AIRPORT 
AND \WERE RECEIVED ACOUT THREE MILES AWAY." 


VOICE: THE ARMY GAVE UP COLLEGE PARK AIRFIELD IN NINETEEN TWELVE 
TO SEEK A WARMER CLIMATE FOR ITS TESTS. BUT CIVILIANS 
CONTINUED TO TRY OUT THEIR AIRCRAFT THERE. NOTABLE AMONG 
THOSE PIONEERS WAS THE FATHER-AND=SON TEAM OF EMILE AND 
HENRY BERLINER. THEIR GOAL WAS VERTICAL FLIGHT, AND THEY 


CAME TO COLLEGE PARK IN WINETEEN-TIYJENTY INTENT ON 


ACHIEVING IT: 
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TAPE: CUT SIX -- SCHEICK 


“THEY STARTED EXPERIMENTING WITH SEVERAL DIFFERENT 
MODIFICATIONS. THEY \WIOULD TAKE AND MOUNT TIVO COUNTER- 
ROTATING PROPELLERS ON A VERTICAL AXIS, AND QC COURSE IT 
DIDN'T GO ANYPLACE. AND THEY WOULD TRY MANY DIFFERENT 
PROTOTYPES. FINALLY, THEY MOUNTED SOME PROPELLERS FACING 
UPWARD ON A NIEUPORT FUSELAGE -- NIEUPORT BEING A \ORLD 
WAR ONE AIRCRAFT. SUCCESS WAS FINALLY ACHIEVED BECAUSE 
THEY ACHIEVED CONTROLLED FLIGHT AT AN ALTITUDE OF ABOUT 
SIX OR SEVEN FEET FOR ABOUT FORTY-FIVE SECONDS. THIS 
HAS BEEN DOCUMENTED AS THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL FLIGHT OF 

A HELICOPTER IN THE WORLD," 

VOICE: THAT WAS It! NINETEEN-TWENTY-FOUR. NINE YEARS LATER, A 
PILOT AND TYlO0 TECHNICIANS LEFT COLLEGE PARK AIRPORT ON 
THE FIRST "ALL BLIND" LONG DISTANCE TEST OF INSTRUMENT 
FLYING. THEY LANDED SUCCESSFULLY AT NEWARK, NEW JERSEY -- 


MORE THAN THREE~HUNDRED KILOMETERS AWAY. 


INNOVATIONS STOPPED COMING OUT OF COLLEGE AIRPORT AFTER 
THAT, AS AVIATION BECANE MORE SOPHISTICATED AND REQUIRED 
BIGGER, MORE COMPLEX SURROUNDINGS. COLLEGE PARK 

AIRFIELD BECAME A PLACE WHERE THE PUBLIC HOUSED THE SMALL 
PRIVATE AIRPLANES PEOPLE BEGAN TO BUY IN THE NINETEEN- 
THIRTIES. TODAY, IT STILL SERVES THIS SEGMENT OF AVIATION. 
NEARBY ARE SEVERAL BIG COMMERCIAL AND MILITARY AIRPORTS 
WHOSE JUMBO JETS AND MILITARY TRANSPORTS ROAR OVERHEAD 
EACH DAY. AS THEY DO, IT IS HARD NOT TO THINK ABOUT 

HOW THEIR SPINDLY FORERUNNERS ONCE BUZZED AROUND THE 
GRASSY COLLEGE PARK AIRFIELD THAT THESE SKY GIANTS NOW 


IGNORE. 


TAPE: T_ SEVEN -- F_BOEIN K 2 N T 
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ANNCR: THE STORY OF THE WORLD'S OLDEST AIRPORT AT COLLEGE PARK, 
MARYLAND. YOU HAVE BEEN LISTENING TO DATELINE, ANOTHER IN 
THE SERIES OF VOICE OF AMERICA PROGRAMS REPORTING ON 


PEOPLE, PLACES AND EVENTS IN THE UNITED STATES, JOIN 


US NEXT » ANOTHER DATELINE, 
iH tH 


WJL/PY 


